 World Series of Soccer 2007
That was the name of a “friendly” soccer double header on July 17 at the Home Depot Center in Carson, CA.  The stadium (27000 seats) was built on the grounds of the California State University at Dominguez Hills especially to host the Los Angeles soccer.  It was felt that the Coliseum was too large (94000 seats) and too outdated to host such affairs.  The name was designed to attract fans to two matches featuring the LA Galaxy, the Mexican League Tigres, the English Premier League Chelsea, and the Korean Suwon Samsung BlueWings.  Samsung had many dignitaries present to greet the Korean team.  The Galaxy had a less than 200 cheering section called the Galaxians off in the corner.  About 3000 fans showed up because they liked soccer and the Mexican team.  It seemed like 6000 fans were from England and loudly cheered for Chelsea.  The sideline section of seats for $200 was largely empty.  Interestingly, the same set of 4 teams play on Saturday, July 21 in the first appearance of David Beckham playing for the Galaxy.  SOLD OUT! 
Tickets at the end line in Row Z were $65 each including processing fee.  Row Z is especially good, because even though the bench seats are metal (if you go bring a seat pad), the seat back is a nice concrete wall. David was lucky, he was in a wheelchair, so he got seating right next to the field on the endline.  Parking fee was $20 per car.  The Snickers candy bar which costs 50 cents at the store and 75 cents from the vending machine at work was $3.50 at the game.  A stale churro was $3.25.  Lemonade was $5 and the “Big Dog” was $10. 
What was I thinking?  We went because my friend David Woolcott is from London and has always been an avid Chelsea supporter.  When we were in London in 2005 with David, tickets to see Chelsea play were sold out.  The first game was between Tigres and Galaxy.  The Tigres are a good Mexican squad; the Galaxy was non-competitive.  The ball was mostly on their side of the field except for a few long goal kicks from the goalie: the aptly named Joe Cannon.   The game was replete with deserved yellow cards for thuggish play.  The Galaxy defender Ty Harden was victimized by the attack, and the midfield did little to move the play to the other end of the pitch.  Tigres win 3-0.  David Beckham will not help the Galaxy enough to make a real difference; the team needs much better defense.
The second game between Chelsea and Suwon was a much better display of talent and cool soccer moves.  The game was friendly with Chelsea changing their entire team at halftime.  Suwon tried hard and was helped by several shots off the posts or crossbar, but finally succumbed to a Shawn Wright-Phillips cross to Didier Drogba for the 1-0 Chelsea victory.   Chelsea displayed a level of soccer that just is not usually present in American leagues.  It was a pleasure to watch their placement and teamwork.  I will have difficulty paying any money in the future to watch an American squad attempt to play the “beautiful game”.   
