Caltech – new student houses
Caution: nothing in this story should be taken as researched or as factual.

In 1960, the new student houses of Page, Lloyd, and Ruddock opened on the Caltech campus.  Page was founded by a cultured group from Ricketts house that was looking for a more elegant environment than throwing people into the pot in the courtyard.  That group contained many people with musical, theater, and academic interests.  Many of them went on to become university professors.  Lloyd was founded by a fun-loving, but non-jock group from Fleming which grew tired of the generally crude behavior of their fellow house mates.  That group tended to come from wealthy family backgrounds.    Ruddock was founded by a serious group from Dabney which was interested in creating a more formal environment than the hang-loose attitude that was prevalent in the old house.  Many Christian students congregated in Ruddock and the house developed a clean-cut reputation.  Blacker tended to be isolationist and off in the corner with a varied group of individualistic types.
The first three years of the new student houses had no freshman house rotation where the freshman rotated among the houses during the first two weeks, and the houses and freshmen made mutual selections of where they felt the students would be best placed.  Because of this, the intended purpose of the house became somewhat lost in the university assignment of students to houses.  The method used by the university to assign students to houses was not disclosed.  After three years time, rotation was resurrected for the incoming class in the Fall of 1963.  Most of the senior leaders had therefore been assigned to the given house, although a few had spent time in another house.  However, there was a remaining cultural effect of the 1960 house reorganization.  The graduating class of 1965 had the privilege of being the class that had the first Feynman Lectures in the freshman and sophomore years.  His lecture series raised the level of Physics education, especially for those that had already become familiar with calculus.  Many people in that class were proud to be successful at Caltech even though they were selected from an alternate list after many people from the normal admission declined.
The incoming class in Fall 1963 was the first to participate in a rotation that included the new houses.   Students seemed to be arbitrarily selected by the houses with a large bias for those that had already been temporarily placed there.  The previous experience with rotation and the development of the house character appeared to have been lost.  As the year progressed, it was apparent that many students were incorrectly placed, but transfer between the houses became much easier.  For the incoming class in Fall 1964, the houses resolved to improve the selection screening and methodology.

At Page House, the class of 1966 took over the rotation process.  The discussion centered on what was good and bad about the current residents.  The primary problem was identified as students that could not handle the academic load.  The process of attempting to help these people was detracting from house activities.  The cultured group was still there, but they typically were isolated relative to the athletic interests of the assigned students.  There were two goals established for the house:  first, to have the highest House GPA (the “snake” trophy), and second, to win the Interhouse Athletics competition.   Every house member talked to as many incoming students as possible and submitted a written score and evaluation that was compiled to get an overall rank of all 200 entering class members. 

Over the years, there have been demographic changes to the Caltech entering class.  There are many more partly-Asian ancestry students now as well as an increasing number of women.  There is also an eighth house now, Avery, located on the North side of campus.  A Very (Fine) House has a very different operational methodology, which includes non-undergraduate participants.  Off-campus living has become more predominant.  The character of each of the student houses has changed, but there are many similarities to the cultures that existed 50 years ago.  An interesting research project would be to evaluate current student house culture, compare with the past, project into the future, and then re-examine the house culture many years from now.  What events have been and will be influential? 

