Eastern Europe to the Black Sea 2013

Nine countries, nine languages, eight currencies

All locations formerly under Communist control

June 21 to July 14: Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Croatia, Hungary, Slovakia, Czech, East Germany, Poland.  

 First question: Which two countries have the same currency?                                                    Germany and Slovakia

Second question: How many wars have been fought in Belgrade, the capital of Serbia?                             115

Third question:  What brands are most commonly advertised in these countries?                    Coke, Pepsi, McDonalds

Fourth question:  What are the main agricultural products of this area?                 Wheat, Corn, Canola, Sunflower, Soybeans

Los Angeles International (LAX): 

Rented compact car from Enterprise to get there. It turned into a full size truck with no gas cost. Efficient.

Amsterdam Schiphol, Netherlands (AMS):

Delta/KLM 747 to get there.  Discovered Schenken countries that do not need passports.  Good transfer airport.

Bucharest Otopeni Airport, Romania (OTP):

New, long thin architectural design for long walks ro terminal.  Strange airplanes along runways.  

Sinaia, Romania:

Winter resort town with ski lifts. Summer royal Peles palace.  Nearby-Bran Castle from Dracula. Brasov. 

Bucharest, Romania:  

Ceaucescu's Peoples Parliament. Arc de Triumph. Universities/ Museums. Subways. Speaker on 1989 revolution.

Constanta, Romania:  

Fourth largest port in Europe. Roman ruins. Attractive beach. Two locks in canal to Danube built with forced labor.

Ruse, Bulgaria:  

Only active bridge across Danube from Romania to Bulgaria.  Old town above the river.

Velko Tarnovo, Bulgaria:

Bus trip to former Bulgaria medieval capital.  Fortified town built on pass through Balkan Mountains.  Turkish control.

Vidin, Bulgaria:

Old fort. Lost 50% of 90.000 population. Rigged elections.  Bridge from Romania does not connect to Bulgarian roads.

Iron Gates, Romania and Serbia:

Countries cooperated on two large dams across the Danube for irrigation and electricity.  Large locks.  Roman history.

Belgrade, Serbia:

Large citadel overlooking confluence of Sava and Danube. President Tito flower garden. Visit dentist.  Folk dancers.

Novi Sad, Serbia:

Kosovo War bombed bridges over Danube.  Large pedestrian area in middle with Beverly Hills style shops.  Ice cream.

Vukovar, Croatia:

Key battleground in Serb-Croat war in 1990.  Wrecked buildings and water tower.  Mayor talks of reconciliation.

Osijek, Croatia:

Preserved town.  Antiquities. Home-hosted lunch with local fresh food.   Refugee from war. Croatian tambura band.

Kalocsa, Hungary:

Paprika Museum.  Hand-crafted crochet blouses.  Horse show with whips, stages, donkey, cattle, and sheep.

Budapest, Hungary:

Buda where the king's castle is (now museums).  Pest is where the Parliament is.  Big diverse city, bridges, operetta. 

Bratislava, Slovakia:

Coronation Church for the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  Well preserved old town with interesting sculptures.  Lunch.

Prague,Czech:

River though town.  Castle on the hill. Charles Bridge. Old city hall and mall. Beer. Subways. Third-scale Eiffel Tower.

Dresden, Germany:

Dullest town of the trip was killed by bombing in World War II.  Expensive.  See one page description of this town.

Poznan:, Poland:

Visit cousin of Chris' mom with two interpreters.  Well restored pedestrian area in center of town.  Trade fairs. 

Liberec, Czech:

Convenient stop on way back to airport.  City in mountains with old  hotels.  Why is there such a large city here?

Letiste Airport, Czech (PRG):

Traffic jam from there to town. Nice airport with three terminals.  Long lines and questions to get luggage on plane.

Kennedy, New York (JFK):

Avoid as a change airport.  Had to walk a mile to customs, redo security, and then another mile back to the same plane.

