Reform Educational Process

The educational process is has become outdated with the Internet and computers.  
1. Printed books should not be used.  They can’t be searched online and they are costly.  They also become dated and require yearly revisions as scientific information is revised.  Especially at the college level, the cost of books becomes substantial.  In my case, every book that I had to purchase for college has not been opened after the class was completed.  They are gathering dust in my bookshelf, except for the literature that was reused by my children for their classes.  
2. Going to class is a transportation and time-wasting problem.  A bus ride to school emphasizes the importance of being on-time and adhering to schedule while providing a non-educational environment of harassment and regimentation.  It is difficult for a student to make good use of time spent commuting to school.  Also, if there are after-school activities, additional transport must be arranged, so, in some areas, such things are not feasible.  
3. Teachers have not necessarily kept up with modern information.  Once they have developed the class plan, it tends to be repeated for years.  They also tend to teach to the below average person in the class, leaving behind the best and the worst students.  There is limited customization of class work for students who have special needs or language difficulties.  
4. Rate of learning.  Everyone learns each subject at a different rate.  A classroom experience moves the students to a common rate.  Online learning is controlled by the student and the student can then learn at a rate which becomes customized to the individual student.  The national spelling bee winner is usually someone who has been home schooled.  Many successful entrepreneurs have an idea and pursue it without the benefit of formal education.
5. Class period length.  The process has a defined length; there may be six such periods throughout the day and all education has to fit into the designated one hour (in college, sometimes three hour) time period.  The time after class to think and reflect on the subject material does not exist, as the student has to rush off to the next class.  There is also no time to discuss the material with the teacher.  Going between classes is a challenge for those of us who are physically impaired.  I had to choose educational institutions very carefully to avoid the difficulty of moving between classes. 
6. Graduation requirements are arbitrary.  My son, Jeremy, did not graduate high school because his chemistry teacher demanded that all students take notes in class, and the resulting zero caused him to fail the class (which was needed for graduation).  The other chemistry teacher in the school had no such requirement.  Jeremy correctly stated that he could not learn if he had to concentrate on writing things down.  A formal appeal to the school board was unsuccessful, even though I was a Ph.D. in chemistry that had not taken notes in any chemistry class.  Notes, if needed, should be passed out by the instructor, not taken by the student.
7. Fortunately, many progressive colleges and junior colleges do not require a high school diploma. It is now more feasible to skip the absurdity of some high schools and go directly to college.    
  
The educational system is good at teaching people to work with other people.  There are many subjects such as medicine, law, theater, and sports where the group educational process is quite useful.  My question is: ‘Why does such education have to be mixed with other subjects?’.  I remember the Saturdays spent taking the children to soccer games where the emphasis was on participation not winning at all costs.  “Everyone plays” was the motto.  However, as more jobs become computer related, the percentage of activities which require direct interaction with other people has been reduced.  
]
I witnessed a work interaction where two people were sitting on a couch exchanging information via their cell phones, including pictures and computer references with each other.  This was much more efficient than talking with the person sitting next to you.  Another older employee spotted this interaction and accused them of having an affair with each other.  I laughed at that suggestion since it was so absurd, and was astounded when human relations got involved.  Computer interactions in various forms are common and can be more efficient as an educational methodology.     
