Bombs in London and Sharm el-Sheikh, Riots in Cairo

Who cares!  Do not give in to terrorism. Support the oppressed peoples.  We go there anyway.   The trip was previously planned before these recent events and we refused to be intimidated.  Actually, the trip costs became reduced after these unfortunate incidents occurred.  The schedule was to take our friend, David Woolcott, to London, followed by an 18 day trip around Egypt with Robert Livermore, Linda Sellman, and her friend Suky.  Chris and Louis then returned to London where we took David to a Fulham football game (no smoking or alcohol in the stands), Brussels in Belgium via Eurostar (great trip, great city), Tate Modern Art Museum, and the latest Andrew Lloyd Webber play, Woman In White.

Where do I start this tale?  The trip began with an invitation from our friend Linda Sellman.  She was studying Arabic in Cairo and invited some friends to travel with her around Egypt.  She did a great job making all the arrangements and arranging the schedule.  The first trip objective was to climb Mt. Moses (Mt. Sinai) and see the sunrise from the top.  The climb started the previous evening.  There were many camels along the trip for people who needed some help.  Chris hiked the whole way up and down.  It was very dark, requiring the assistance of flashlights and a Bedouin guide.  There were rest stops along the way where cold drinks and Bedouin tea were offered.  The group reached the top before sunrise.  Chris rented a mat and blanket from the Bedouins and slept under the stars at the summit.  It was an awesome experience.  Everyone really liked the morning sunrise.  Louis stayed at the hotel.

The Coralia Resort in Dahab on the Sinai Peninsula is a great place for windsurfing and snorkeling.  “Dahab” means “gold” in Arabic. There is a large Bedouin village there.  The wind seems to blow constantly from the north at 20 kph.  This hotel also had activities director Tanya (from Tula in Russia), who was an expert in sound effects for all activities.  The Sinai terrain is all sand and rocks and is devoid of most vegetation.  This landscape is excellent for the Bedouin camel ride.  This tour went up into the desert to a solitary tree where we were served excellent tea.  We wanted to go for a longer trip, but the back end of the saddle gave Louis blisters in a never seen before location.   The glass-bottom boat tour from the hotel circle in Sharm at Na’ama Bay is recommended.  We got to see many fish which were swimming along the unique Red Sea coral reef.  The five of us traveled about Egypt in a Hyundai minibus with two drivers and the tourist policeman or convoy escort.  The fast catamaran ferry from Sharm to Hurghada reduced our driving distance for the trip.  After Hurghada (good fish dinner), we then drove to Luxor and then Aswan. We enjoyed felucca sailboat rides on the Nile and visiting the ancient temples.

The best part of the trip was visiting Abu Simbel on the shore of Lake Nasser in Egypt.  The monuments there were built by Rameses II to protect the southern boundary of his kingdom.  They were moved up the hill to avoid the rising lake waters when the Aswan High Dam was built. The two temples of 4 Rameses statues and 6 Nefertiti statues are spectacular outside and on the inside.  The next three days were a wonderful cruise on Lake Nasser on the cruise ship Kasr Ibrim, where we docked along the lake to visit several monuments on the shore that had also been moved to higher ground.  Due to terrorism and the Egypt presidential election, the 140-passenger ship only had 25 tourists onboard.

The AAA book "Essential Egypt" was the guide for the rest of the trip in Egypt.  For a little free book, it was quite complete and accurate.  We saw the usual sights in Aswan, Luxor, Cairo, and Alexandria.

Is it too late to visit Egypt?  If you are on an organized tour, then the submachine gun security and road checkpoint blockades at every town and intersection in the countryside will seem reasonable.  If you wish to travel independently, then the limited mobility due to mandatory tourist police regulations becomes too frustrating.  We were delayed several times for the mandatory convoy arrangements outside of Cairo, and we were unable to visit several historical sites as well as travel down the Nile Valley from Qena to Cairo.

A Tale of Two Cities
London
Cairo

Capital of England - since the Norman invasion
Capital of Egypt - since the Islamic invasion

Thames River runs West/East through the city
Nile River runs South/North through the city

symbol - parliament buildings with Big Ben clock
symbol - pyramids overlooking city at Giza

highlight - glass enclosed river cruise to see the city
highlight - felucca sailboat ride to see the city

generally cool and sometimes rainy
generally hot/dusty, never rains

9 million people in 1939, 7 million now
4 million people in 1939, 15 million now

65 passenger red double-decker bus plus standees
15 passenger minibus plus hangers-on

taxi is 2004 LTI - a resurrected 1939 Ford sedan
taxi is a original 1960 Peugeot black/white sedan 

taxi drivers know where everything is located
taxi drivers need directions to everywhere

drivers yield to pedestrians and large trucks
drivers dodge all pedestrians and donkey carts

drive on the left, pay attention to the traffic laws
drive on the right, there are no traffic laws

two lane street, one lane in each direction
same street -- three lanes in each direction

left turns are easy, curbside to curbside
left turns are impossible, turn right and then U-turn

extensive underground/rail  network connects all 
two poorly rebuilt North-South rail lines

suburban trains to all major cities in England
frequent train service to Alexandria and Nile cities

five-story walk up buildings completed in 1890s
five-story walk-up buildings under construction

ornate masonry and brick construction
plain gray concrete pillars and red brick fill in

St. Paul's Cathedral, Tower of London
Mohammed Ali Mosque, the Citadel

many small expensive shops for everything
many street-side bazaars, haggle everything

people speak English with a strange accent
people speak Arabic with a strange accent

young women in outlandish attire
young women wearing black veils

people protesting the war in Iraq
people protesting the war in Iraq

British pound is about two dollars US
six Egyptian pounds for one US dollar

Internet is one pound for 15 minutes
Internet is one pound for 15 minutes

many service people expect tips
most helpful people demand baksheesh

fresh fruit is hard to find
bananas, dates, and mangos sold on every corner

fields seem to have grains, grass, and cattle 
main crops seem to be corn, cotton and sugar cane

eat eggs, bacon, and sausage for breakfast
eat beans, tomatoes, and cucumbers for all meals

eat meat and potatoes for dinner
do not know how to fix meat for dinner 

wonderful fruity and chocolate pastry desserts
wonderful fruity and chocolate pastry desserts

Thames river fireworks at night
Karnak temple light show at night

football field is nicely marked grass with goal net
football field is vacant sandy lot with goal posts

people are personal victims of terrorism
people are economic victims of terrorism

