Spain and Morocco – The GOOD

Why did it happen? Linda Sellman called up and said she wanted to go to an exhibit of El Greco paintings that changed the art world at the Prado in Madrid. She also likes visiting countries with Arabic culture and Morocco was right across the sea.  Robert Livermore was also interested.  We quickly decided to go to see the Berber/Moor culture of southern Spain and Morocco on 2014 Aug 29.  

Madrid Four of the top eighty art museums in attendance of the world are in Madrid:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_most_visited_art_museums_in_the_world. Reina Sofía, Museo del Prado, Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum, and CaixaForum Madrid,   Madrid also has many other locations worth visiting and is a great tourist city.  As  the capital of Spain since the 1500's , the Spanish royalty have sponsored many parks and civic monuments.  I found the city comparable to London, Paris and Rome.  The red HopOn-HopOff buses were good at going by and describing many of the city attractions and neighborhoods.  Helpful: Chris and Lou both speak basic tourist Spanish.   

Cordoba/Sevilla These are ancient cities along the River Guadalquivir; Sevilla was originally founded by the Romans, captured by the Moors in 742 but recaptured by the Catholics in 1248.  The very tall Mosque tower was converted into part of a church.   The city is at the head of navigation for the river; the expeditions of Columbus and Magellan started here; it was the destination for many of the new world riches.  In 1929 the city hosted the Ibero-American Exposition; many of he buildings still are used.  In 1992, coinciding with the fifth centenary of the Discovery of the Americas, the Universal Exposition was held for six months in Seville; most of these buildings are now vacant.  

Ronda/Tarifa  Ronda is located like a classic Berber city.  It is perched on high ground with one hundred meter cliffs mostly around the city.  It is also the home of the original bullfighting ring and where the rules were established.  During the Spanish Civil War in 1836, the Republicans threw Franco supporters off the cliff; another in a long series of Spanish atrocities towards their fellow citizens.  Basque Nationalists are continuing the  tradition recently.  Tarifa is an old fort/port just outside Gibraltar and Algeciras (busiest port in Spain)  where we took a ferry to Tanger in Morocco.  

Fes See the National Geographic article from March 1986 about Morocco's Holy City of Fez.  The tour guide for this article was also the tour guide for our group. The culture in this city has been relatively unchanged since ancient times; the views and handicrafts are just spectacular.  The tour hotel overlooked the railroad and road from the coast through the town on the way towards Algeria; the link is closed at the border.  General Patton led American troops along this route in World War II.   

Marrakech This is the legendary city of Morocco.  It is a central trading post for the area and most of the buildings and the walls of the city are pink in color.  The Moroccan royal family has a residence here and royal dignitaries have been here.   The walls of the old city have been carefully maintained, and the medina or trading center is still an active place.  We took a horse cart ride here.   

Casablanca/Rabat  Casablanca was a little town of twenty thousand in 1900; it now has five million people.  It is the main port for Morocco where the economy is 80% agricultural. The Atlas mountains collect the rainfall from the clouds and there are many dams to store irrigation water in the country.  We traveled through many diverse agricultural regions.  Rabat is the home of the royal palace, royalty artifacts, and the seat of the Government.  

Tanger/CostaDelSol  Tanger is the Moroccan port city that gave its name to the Tangerine; it is just outside the Strait of Gibraltar.  Our hotel overlooked the harbor which had ferry and oil traffic.  The beach in town had one veiled woman and the rest of the people were men.  We then went to the Sol Principe beach resort on the Spain Costa Del Sol where half the people were nice women.

Granada/Toledo The plain in Spain mainly grows olives; they appear to be everywhere and irrigation does not seem to be required.  In 2009, Spain produced 41% of the world's olive oil.  Granada has the famous Alhambra and was the last Moor city in Spain to be captured in 1492.  Toledo, on top of a hill by the river Tajo,  is the former capital of Spain and was the home of El Greco for much of his career.  The city is proud of its Ancient/Jewish/Arabic/Christian historical culture.

