Spain and Morocco – The UGLY

We last took a long trip in April 2014 to the Caribbean for a cruise pn the Celebrity Summit out of Puerto Rico.  At that time, Carnival Cruise Lines was disqualified since they allowed smoking on the balcony of their ships.  Their policy has since changed.  Trips with Grand Circle Travel have been good due to their all-American address policy and because I could bring my folding bicycle.   This trip had some really UGLY features, many of which were not anticipated. 

Smoking Yes, it was a non-smoking tour bus, and hotel rooms were supposedly non-smoking.     Museums are all non-smoking.   However, smokng is still prevalent in Spain; the streets were trashy and thre was a lot of debris around and on the sidewalks.  In Morocco,  smoking was allowed in all hotel lobby areas, in the elevators, and on hotel room balconies.   Air conditioning systems moved bad air from some rooms to other rooms.  At least smoking was abolished in all dining areas.

Thieves  The guide warned that tourists are targets in both Spain and Morocco.  In Spain, the “romanos” or gypsies from Romania must be avoided as they are mostly well-trained thieves.  They speak English well and are friendly, but beware any close contact or helpful behavior.  Chris was accosted in the park.  Louis was three times short-changed on cash purchases.  In Morocco, Linda did not get what she thought she purchased.   Her wallet was removed from her purse while walking through narrow streets. Beware of sellers that try to adorn you with their items (while they remove yours).  When Louis opened his wallet to give Chris some requested money in the street outside the Tanger hotel, a young man rushed over and tried to grab the money and run.     

Americans  We were riding the tram in Rabat, the capital of Morocco, when a group of ten drunk young American women got on on a popular street filled with shops and restaurants.  They had a loud non-complimentary conversation among themseleves, and then got off at the next popular street.  Morocco is an Arabic and Muslim country; the second language of most people is French due to the occupation (protectorate) from 1910 to 1955.   German and Spanish are also somewhat on the menu in restaurants.  Why would Americans assume that all service people speak English?

Twin Beds  They are the standard accommodation type in hotels there.  If one party reaches across the divide or gets some body part too close to it, the beds slide apart and you fall into the crack between them.  This can be painful.  We definitely had to be careful and stay on our own side of the bed to avoid the “jaws”.  A queen or king size bed is considered a luxury and only for people that have the same last name.   After all, sleeping together without marriage is not allowed there. 

Clothing Selection  Chris and Lou have an ongoing dispute on style of clothing.  It is difficult to have a relationship where agreements are made and kept by one side, and forgotten completely by the other side.  Chris decided to go clothes shopping for the trip.  Her criteria seemed to be: easy to wash and dry.  She had a quick-dry camping shirt, a dress in off-color red from Adventure 16, and a bathing suit top that “fits” from the old lady swimsuit store.  This stuff was not resort wear, and appeared dumpy and frumpy.  Some other attire choices were just atrocious for use on her or on me.

Walking  The people in these countries need to walk most close places.  Transfers in both rail and airline terminals were really far.  Buses are not allowed to park/stop in front of shopping centers.  Museums are designed without distances between exhibits being considered.  Hotel rooms provided were frequently a long distance from the dining area.  None of the guides could tell us how far the walk would be in either horizontal distance or vertical distance in meters.  All they could say was the time it would take.  When we tried to get some clue by showing a map, the guides could not figure out where they were going on the map.  By contrast, Grand Circle Travel guides always provided a map of the city visited. the trip routing, and knew the distances to be traveled on any activity.

Post-trip We were the only Americans in our tour group; this made it difficult to make new friends or share experiences.  So what, we have still to make any new friends on a trip.  On the good side, most of the tourists were non-smokers, and the Spanish speakers were quite friendly and active participants.  We did agree to send some pictures to  Paty Waisman and her mother from Lima, Peru.

