Vision Into Space

Inspired by -- Sky and Telescope, August 2000 - Giant Telescopes of the World

What is out there and how to find out about it!

http://skyandtelescope.com - A good general reference
http://skyandtelescope.com/observing/almanac  - In the sky tonight
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html- Astronomy picture of the day
www.scopereviews.com  - Telescope reviews and news
www.whatsouttonight.com/  - Astronomy resource site
http://www.anzwers.org/free/universe/index.html- My favorite, an atlas of the universe 
http://www.universetoday.com/  - Featured news of the day
http://astro.phys.au.dk/~bruntt/catalog.html  - Catalog of astrophysical sites
Where to see the stars around here.

www.rtmc-inc.org/    - Big Bear hosts Riverside Telescope Makers Conference
http://mintaka.sdsu.edu/facilities/Facilities.html     - Mt. Laguna east of San Diego
http://www.sipe.com/starcruiser/observatory/html/observations_report03_02.html 

-Southern California Light Pollution Map
http://cleardarksky.com/csk/prov/California_clocks.shtml  - Look up conditions for California http://home.earthlink.net/~dreyna14/pinos.htm  – Big crowd at Mt. Pinos on the new moon Saturday
http://www.desertgold.com/park/parkmain.html  - Joshua Tree National Monument, Cottonwood Campground and Keys View  are good spots – east of San Bernardino

http://www.calparksmojave.com/redrocks  - Red Rock Canyon State Park – SR14 north of Mojave

The “big four” astrophysics laboratories in space (Hubble, Compton, Chandra, Spitzer) 

http://hubblesite.org/newscenter/newsdesk/archive/  - Competing Hubble (launch 1990) sites.
http://www.stsci.edu/resources/
http://www.seds.org/hst/hst.html
http://www.spacetoday.org/DeepSpace/Telescopes/GreatObservatories/Compton/Compton.html -  Compton Gamma Ray observatory from 1991-2000

http://chandra.harvard.edu/      - Competing Chandra (launch 1999) X-ray observatory sites
http://chandra.nasa.gov/
http://sirtf.caltech.edu/  - Spitzer Infrared observatory launched in 2003

http://www.spacetoday.org/DeepSpace/Telescopes/GreatObservatories/SIRTF/SIRTF.html  http://www.nasa.gov/vision/universe/starsgalaxies/sirtf_031703.html
and two more large satellites are planned ----

http://sci.esa.int/science-e/www/area/index.cfm?fareaid=16   - Herschel infra-red telescope

http://ngst.gsfc.nasa.gov/index.html ---The really big James Webb space telescope planned

Refractor Telescopes from start to finish:

http://galileoandeinstein.physics.virginia.edu/lectures/galtel.htm -The original refractor from Galileo.

http://astro.uchicago.edu/yerkes/                  -The largest refractor was built around 1900.
Reflector Telescopes:

http://www.seds.org/billa/bigeyes.html        - The list of all the big ones.
http://www.mtwilson.edu/  - Look for Mt. Wilson with its 2.5-meter telescope (100 in.)
http://www.astro.caltech.edu/observatories/palomar/   - Palomar doubled it with 5-meters (200 in.)
http://www2.keck.hawaii.edu/geninfo/about.html      - The Keck telescopes in Hawaii

http://www.ifa.hawaii.edu/mko/           - The map of the top of Mauna Kea
http://www.naoj.org/                             - Subaru 8.3 meter

http://www.noao.edu/usgp/usgp.html   - Gemini North and South – 8.1 meter
http://www.gemini.edu/media/
http://www.gemini.edu/media/GSDedication/ - Cerro Pachon in Chile has Gemini South
http://www.eso.org/paranal/                   - The Paranal telescopes in Chile,
http://www.eso.org/projects/vlt/            - and how they become a Very Large Telescope (VLT).

Radio Telescopes:

http://www.gb.nrao.edu/- Greenbank, West Virginia has the largest steerable radio telescope

http://www.naic.edu/ - Arecibo, PuertoRico – the big one, search for life out there

Planned Telescopes:

http://medusa.as.arizona.edu/lbto/      - Mt Graham, Arizona gets 8-meter binoculars
http://www.gtc.iac.es/home.html         - Grand Telescope Canarias for 2005 – 10.4-meter
http://www.dmtelescope.org/dark_home.html             - Dark Matter Telescope

http://www.aura-nio.noao.edu/               - Science wants a 30-meter Telescope
http://www.astro.caltech.edu/observatories/tmt/  - Caltech bid for the 30-meter Telescope

http://www.astro.lu.se/~torben/euro50/      - Canary Islands planned 50-meter 

http://www.eso.org/projects/owl/      

· ESO wants the Over Whelmingly Large (OWL) 100-meter telescope

The list only includes a few of the space exploration proposals.
