HAPPY HOLIDAYS 2008
It is December, 2008, and the members of our family are preparing various activities for the holidays.  We will be traveling again to be with Katy, Anarion, and our wonderful grandkids, Seanna and Kaiden for Christmas.  We were there last year and had a great time visiting, opening presents, and making gingerbread houses.  

Katy, Anarion, and family live in the house on the mountain.  Katy has a big flock of chickens now and supplies eggs to everyone around.  She keeps a large garden as well.  Seanna started Kindergarten this Fall and enjoys learning and making friends.  Kaiden is active, talkative, and a handful for mom.   Their dog, Sophie, follows Katy around everywhere. 

Andy, now fluent in Japanese, is an English teacher in the Yokohama school district.  This job has the advantage of lots of time off (holidays and school breaks), so he can travel.  He is also becoming an accomplished Japanese cook.  He had a long trip to Taiwan, India and Nepal.  Over the winter break, he is going to Vietnam.  (www.andysensei.com)
Emily is about to start her final semester at Monterey Institute for her Masters degree in International Trade Policy.  She is also an accomplished cook (vegetarian cuisine) and lives with her cat Juju and roommates in a cute little cottage in Monterey.  She says the area is foggy but beautiful for hiking and biking.  She is leaving for Brazil over her winter holiday. 
Jeremy’s friend Joyce Phang moved in with us last January, and together they go to Pierce College.  Joyce is from Malaysia, and she shares her culture with all of us.  She has taught me how to make several Chinese dishes and is eager to learn American cooking.  Jeremy and Joyce do everything together and especially enjoy going to movies.  

Louis and I still work at Northrop Grumman and SAIC, respectively.  I received a couple more patent awards this year and am still an Engineering Manager.  We have always loved traveling, and this year started with our annual camping trip to the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park with the Yuenger family; March was a good time to see the desert wildflowers.  In April we went with Jeremy and Joyce to San Diego to visit Sea World and the Zoo.  In May, we joined Emily, Katy, Anarion, and the kids for camping and kayaking in Morro Bay.  In July, Louis and I along with our friends, Tricia and Dennis Smith, went to Helsinki in Finland, Tallinn in Estonia, and Russia from St. Petersburg to Moscow.  We went with Grand Circle Travel; the trip included the two weeks on a river boat in Russia.  We were fortunate to get the front two larger rooms with great views.  Louis made a PowerPoint presentation of the trip.  In September, we visited the kids in Monterey and went kayaking in Elkhorn Slough.  In October we visited our friends the Gordons in Carlsbad, where we went to a wonderful Octoberfest celebration in El Cajon, and then we flew up to our friends, the Sugars, in Sacramento for a Fall colors adventure, touring the Empire gold mine in Grass Valley and the apple country near Placerville.  Katy also brought the kids down for a trip to Disneyland.  
We had a traditional Thanksgiving at home with Katy and her family, Emily, Jeremy, Joyce, my sister JoAnna and Jim, (who now live in Rancho Cucamonga) and the Smiths.   We had a big turkey and homemade goodies from everyone.  When we are not trundling around the countryside, I still enjoy cooking, Louis enjoys keeping his fruit trees productive, and we play board games hosted by  Bill Beyermann and Tony Leal.  The daffodils are blooming now.
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